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From the Curator 
Debbie Greaves FRGS, FRSA 

 
After two winters when huge improvements were made to the                 

interpretation of the Museum, which has put us firmly on the map for local 

people and visitors to Tenterden, it has been a welcome break this closed 

season to consolidate, and make sure we continue to present our local  

history to the best of our ability. We have had help and advice from our          

contacts at Ashford Borough Council and South East Museums but          

ultimately it is us, the membership, who steer how and what is on offer at 

our Museum. 

 

We have introduced Social Media over the past twelve months, and  

Dominique’s piece on the benefits to the Museum is on page 2. 

 

Our opening exhibition, from 1
st

 to 13
th

 April, is generously lent from a   

private collection, and will complement the Twentieth Century Room with 

reminders of how ‘old money’ looked from 1900 to 2000. 

 

Our project for 2020/2021 is to reinterpret the store room, which many of 

you will never have seen! We want to change that by making it as accessible 

as possible, whilst still storing the hundreds of documents and numerous 

textiles and artefacts in an environment which will preserve them long 

term. 

 

We aim to include as many members as want to be involved in the          

cataloguing, cleaning and conservation of the store room items. This will 

take place, at a location yet to be confirmed, off the Museum site but close 

to Tenterden town. If members would like to express an interest in helping 

with the “Project for Accessible & Sustainable Storage 2020”  to be referred 

to as ‘PASS 2020’, please let me  have your contact details by emailing    

enquiries@tenterdenmuseum.co.uk or phoning me on 07702214402. 

 

To all our members, near and far, best wishes. 

 

Newsletter Date: 

February, 2020 

Events 

13 Feb: Lecture in St Mildred’s 

Church Hall at 2.30pm, Philip Stott, 

‘John Singer Sargent at Ightham 

Mote’ 

 

24 Feb: Lecture at St Mildred's 

Church, Tenterden 7.15 for 7.30 pm, 

‘The Collections of Canterbury    

Cathedral Archives and Library’, 

Cressida Williams 

 

12 March: Lecture in St Mildred’s 

Church Hall at 2.30pm, Heather 

Woodward, ‘Sir Winston Churchill of 

Chartwell’ 

 

19 March: Tenterden and District 

Museum AGM Thursday at 7pm at 

Tenterden Social Hub, Church Road, 

Tenterden (formerly the Day Care 

Centre) 

30 March: Lecture at St Mildred's 

Church, Tenterden 7.15 for 7.30 pm, 

‘Hidden Gems of Kent’, Peter Batty 

 

1 April: Museum opens for 2020 

season with exhibition  - ‘British 

Coins in the 20th Century’ see poster 
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Thank you to all our members who already view 

our pages on-line and if you have not yet had a 

chance to look, please download the apps, look at 

our pages, and let us have your feedback. 

 

Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and Blog details. 

 

Twitter we are: TDM@TandDMuseum. 

Facebook we are:                                                    

Tenterden and District Museum@TandDMuseum 

For Instagram we are: tenterden_museum. 

Blog is at:                                                                                 

tenterdenanddistrictmuseum.wordpress.com  

The Importance of Social Media  

Dominique Huxley – Media and Communications 

Dear Member,  

 

Please note a separate document will follow  

regarding the Committee’s proposal to become a 

Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO).   

Since 2013, the Government, the Charity        

Commission and the Arts Council have all been 

encouraging new and existing charities to adopt 

the CIO structure in preference to the older    

Registered Charity alternative. 

 

We are therefore asking the membership to    

support us by adopting the proposal to change 

to a CIO being put to the AGM. 

 

If you have any questions regarding this change, 

please address them to Robin Wilkins, the    

Treasurer, or any of the members of the         

Committee. 

Tenterden & District Museum, Station Road,   

Tenterden, Kent. TN30 6HN 

enquiries@tenterdenmuseum.co.uk 

Mobile: 07702214402 

Social media is an instant way to promote new        

exhibitions and events which, in turn, increases  

awareness of our Museum and what it has to offer.  

 

It is a challenge for all museums today to stay relevant 

in the digital world. We share photographs of exhibits, 

archive photographs, gifts for sale and news of what is 

happening at the Museum on Facebook, Instagram, 

and Twitter. We also respond to visitor comments on 

Google and TripAdvisor. In addition to finding new 

members this way, it is important to maintain the  

interest of visitors to Tenterden who are most likely to 

take photographs and post their comments online 

promoting the Museum to other visitors.  

Notice is given of the Tenterden and  

District Museum AGM , Thursday, 19th 

March 2020 at 7pm at Tenterden Social 

Hub, Church Road, Tenterden TN30 6AT 

(formerly the Day Care Centre) 

British Coins  

in the  

20th Century 
 

Come and see        

hundreds of coins that 

were in circulation 

throughout the last 

century 

 

History, Politics,     

Society and Culture 

can all be found in 

these pocket-sized  

artefacts 
www.tenterdenmuseum.co.uk 

 

 
 

 

TENTERDEN & DISTRICT MUSEUM 

OPENING EXHIBITION 

 
1st to 13th April  2020 

Everyday 1.30 - 4.30pm 

Easter Weekend 11am - 4.30pm 

Queen 

Victoria 

King   

Edward VII 

King 

George V 

King 

George VI 

Queen 

Elizabeth II 

Station Road,  Tenterden, Kent. TN30 6HN 
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The Richard Bridge Papers 
Donated by  D. Barnes 

General background about Richard Bridge 

 

On the 11
th

 September, 2019, D. Barnes donated to 

the Museum a treasure trove of documents relating 

to Richard Bridge which gives insight into life as it 

was in Tenterden in the period 1889 – 1891. The 

collection contains receipts and bills that show the 

extraordinary range of Richard Bridge’s business at 

the Black Horse (now called the William Caxton) and 

also gives information about commercial and     

communal activities in Tenterden, which I suspect 

readers may be able to add to. 

 

Richard Bridge was the third son of Samuel Bridge, 

who lived at High Street, Chestnut Terrace, Castweazle Boro, Tenterden, Kent and is listed in the 1861 Census as a 

plumber and painter. By 1881 Samuel Bridge employed four men and a boy in a successful business. 

 

In the 1881 Census Richard Bridge is listed as living with his cousin, William Foord, a house decorator resident at 

62 High Street, Ealing Brentford, Middlesex. The Census of 1891 lists Richard Bridge, aged 29, as the innkeeper of 

the Black Horse. He was married to Kate Bridge of Brentford, Middlesex, and their oldest son was called William 

Foord Bridge, born in 1888. The next Census, 1901, lists him as a builder and decorator, who was an employer. 

His address was 105 High Street, Tenterden. He moved there from the Black Horse In 1895 (as shown by the  

Electoral Register). (Samuel Bridge died in August 1893.) 

 

Richard Bridge - insights into character? 

 

On July 22
nd

, 1890 Richard Bridge paid George 

Barden of Cycleden on the High Street twelve      

shillings for ‘a new pair of front forks and brakes in 

the bicycle as per agreement’. In the late 1880s  

penny farthings had begun to be replaced by ‘safety 

bicycles’. By the late 1890s the price of a bicycle had 

dropped to such an extent that working people 

could purchase one. People who had not been able 

to own a horse drawn carriage were able to travel 

further than they had been able to before under 

their own power; the bicycle had a tremendous  

social impact. H.G. Wells was a great fan of the   

bicycle and wrote a book called The Wheels of 

Chance in 1896 which is about a Mr Hoopdriver, a 

draper’s assistant, who decides to go on a cycling 

holiday. ‘He did not ride fast, he did not ride 

straight, an exacting critic might say he did not ride 

well—but he rode generously, opulently, using the whole road and even nibbling at the footpath. The excitement 

never flagged.’ The twenty-eight year old Mr Bridge may have experienced ‘the exquisite sensations of the First 

Holiday Morning’ or perhaps one of his family did. He was in the vanguard. 

 

As an innkeeper he was also practised in providing for other modes of transportation. From 1889 to 1891 he had 

purchased licences for ‘one carriage with less than four wheels’, there is also a bill for a pony, trap and harness 
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Mystery Object 

that cost eighteen pounds in May 1889 – a considerable outlay. The horse was still a major provider of transport and 

there are various bills for provender and shelter. 

 

In sickness and in health 

 

An incomplete set of Tenterden Union Demand 

Notes beginning with the poor rate demand of 

the ‘Rate made the 6
th

 day of June, 1887, on 

£24.0.0 Assessment at 1s 10d in the pound’ are 

in the Bridge collection. The amount charged 

has been obscured by the hole made by the 

desk top paper spike, but it looks like £2.4s.0d. 

On the 8
th

 of October there is a demand in  

respect of the ‘Burial Board’ which was        

assessed at the rate of 2d in the pound; 4s was            

demanded. 

 

On February 1st, 1890 the Maidstone and Kentish Journal published an article entitled ‘Tenterden Foresters’            

Anniversary’. A meeting was held at the Town Hall to celebrate the twenty-sixth anniversary of the Court Men of Kent 

presided over by the mayor, Mr H Howard. The hall was ‘crowded to excess’ and ‘among those present was Mr W B 

Tylden-Pattenson, J.P., Rev Mr Lewen, Mr W B Hook, Mr A Latter, Mr Willsher, Mr Purfield, Mr G Morris, Mr A Bailey, 

vice-chairman, Mr A Smith, and many others. After loyal toasts the Chairman ‘proposed “Success to Forestry”.        

Referring to the balance sheet, he said that financially there could be no doubt as to the condition of the Court, and 

there had been excellent work done in other respects. When he found that they mustered 300 members, and        

considering that Tenterden had other kindred societies, some older and some younger, the Foresters must certainly 

congratulate themselves upon their position numerically. One thing he felt certain about, that if other societies could 

weather through, the Foresters must flourish to a great extent. Their foundation was a safe and sound one.’ 

 

Later in the article Mr W B Tylden-Pattenson when ‘proposing the toast to “Kindred Societies” said he looked upon all 

friendly societies as one of the greatest boons England possessed. He spoke very earnestly on the safe formation of all 

societies. They taught men self reliance.’ 

 

When Mr Pattenson was ‘proposing the toasts, he coupled it with the names of Mr Millsted of the United Brothers, 

Mr Butchers of the Oddfellows, Mr George Hook Hearts of Oak, and Mr Nelson Sharpe of the Jubilee Hand-in-Hand 

society.’ In the responses Mr Hook gives insight into how funds were distributed by the friendly societies by relating 

what Hearts of Oak paid its members: 18s a week when sick, £20 at the death of a member, and £10 at the death of a 

member’s wife, and also an added gratuity to members’ wives who produced them young acorns.’ 

 

Amongst the Bridge papers is a bill that Mr Richard Bridge paid to place an advertisement for the Hand-in-Hand      

Society in the Kent Messenger in 1887. It can be inferred from this that he was a member of the Society and it is not 

beyond the realms of possibility that he could have been at the meeting of the friendly societies at the Town Hall in 

1890 and taking part in the celebrations. It was quite an event. ‘Banners and bannerettes and mottoes prettily        

decorated the hall.’ The music programme for the evening started with a Glee ‘Foresters Sound the Cheerful Horn’ 

performed by Messrs Mummery, Hailey, Lowes and Holdstock; Brother G T Morris  sang ‘England’s Up a Tree’; next on 

the programme were Messrs Wallis and Holdstock who performed a duet singing ‘Hearts and Homes’; then Brother O 

L Fuggles gave a clarinet solo; Brother Dr R A Skinner performed an unnamed song;  Mr Wallis then sang ‘Muffins Well 

Buttered for Tea’; Mr G Barden sang ‘The Lost Chord’; Brother W Vinell sang ‘Bun Man’; then there was a glee         

performed by Messrs Apps, Barden, Lowes and Mummery of ‘Banish O Maiden’ and in conclusion ‘God Save the 

Queen’. It all sounds very lively and engaged - a celebration of civil life.  

 

The bills that have been donated to the Museum provide great insights into life in the late 1880s early 1890s and I am 

sure that readers will be able to add more. In the next edition of the Newsletter there will be further information 

about everyday life in Tenterden in the nineteenth century. (If anyone knows the lyrics to any of the songs - ‘The Lost 

Chord’ and ‘National Anthem’ are widely available – it would be interesting to know what they were.)  

 

Sue Hatt— 2020
 

 


